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9 May, 1985

House Votes to Ban Soviet Employees
at-U.S. Embassy|

'_WASHINGTON_The House,
voicing concern about security
eaks and KGB intelligence efforts,

- '.—1-“,'.- -

voted Wednesday to ban the em- "

loyment of Soviet citizens in the
‘ % g “Embassy in Moscow afte

Se t. 30, 1986. i

'g‘ﬁe move, opposed by the State
Department and some Democrats, .
. was: approved on_ a voice vote
amending the fiscal 1986 State
{‘Department authorization bill. The -
Lmeasure has not. been consndered
rby:the Senate. -
¢ The embassy in Moscow and the ’

F

-ploy-211 Soviet citizens in support -
and t.ranslatxon ‘services, the State ...
Department said, and department ;-
' officials argued that they are nee
ed To conduct business efficiently
- ' However, the Soviet Embassy in
L'Washmgton and the consulate in
SanFrancisco are said by the State -
Department to employ only eight

" Americans,  with Sovxet cmzens :
IR breach oi secunty," Courter wrote .

performmg support jobs, -

US ‘Consulate in Leningrad em--

f s
By JAMES GERSTENZANG Ttmes Staff Wnter

The State Department has sald it

is “well aware that some emplov-

ees in the Soviet Union have the
potential for (carrying out) intelli-
gence functions.” However, it has
‘said it bans the Soviet citizens from
.sensitive areas “where . class:fned

- material iskept.

_toother members of Congress. "’

In another action Wednesday,
the House voted to require the
department to issue an advisory on
the dangers of traveling in the area
. of Guadalajara, Mexico, until the
killers of U.S. drug agent Enrique

_ S. Camarena are brought to justice.

Supporters of the amendment‘

argued that. the employees are
actually- agents of the KGB, the
- ‘Soviet security police and intelli-
gence agency, who funnel sensitive

-_information to their government.
- However, concern also has been

expressed that some of the Soviet

. personnel could be double agents

workmg for the United States and

' that firing them would jeopardxze

U.S. intelligence efforts. -
- The measure, offered by Rep

1982 to 1984, causing a significant .

,._- r-q‘_ Cd N ).‘

,.'__,___7" -

No such advisories, which are not
binding, have yet beenissued. - -

The State Department had no
official reaction to either vote in
the House. However, one depart-
meént official, speaking on the con-
dition that he not be identified, said
the dilemma caused by the em-
ployment of Soviet citizens in U.S.
diplomatic offices is an issue :‘wn.h

. which we are concerned.”

- Jim Courter (R-N.J.), was prompt- -
. ed to some extent by the discovery

““that typewriters in the Moscow °
" embassy had been. bugged from.' -

t

The official raised the possibllity
- that finding Americans to fill the
)obs taken by Soviet citizens—jani-
tors, carpenters, gardeners, cooks,
pamters—would be difficult.; -~

“What's. the career track' for

*‘washerwomen?” he asked, refer- -
rmg to the professmnal path of.

[ career Foreign Service' * officers.

[' “You won't_find takers, because
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they are not career builders.

= Moreover, he said, reducmg the
Securxty risk posed by the employ-
_ment of Soviets-in non-sensitive
“areas -of the embassy -could-be

. offset by the added risk of placing

* young Americans—probably single
-.and living in Moscow without their
-farnilies—*“in the hosule environ-

Q ment of the Soviet Union,” where

"~ they could be subject to mduce- .

.. ments to spy on the embassy. ™
;> “There-

are ramifications that
have to be thought through long
and hard,” he said. ’

.In- an interview, Courter said -

after the vote that “there is the

: ~possib1hty a -non-highly skilled

*_person could bé induced into be-

" coming a spy. But the odds are a

“heck of a lot less” than the likeli-

hood thata Sowet worker would be .

~aKGBagent. =
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